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Theme

Detective Story

Vocabulary related to the topic 

deposition, crime scene, criminal, record or history, version, cross-

examination, innocent, guilty, mobile, witness, accusation, truth, cooperate, 
false trail, evidence, enigma, accomplice, solve, proof, facts, assault, alibi, 

nature of the injuries, wound, victim profile, victim, connection to the 
suspect, possible cause, natural cause, accident, suspect’s narrative

Purpose  

In this scenario, students will reinvest information to write a narrative in 
order to produce a digital story.

Overview of the Learning Situation
English as a second language 

Competencies

Interacts orally in 
English Participation in oral interaction

Reinvests 
understanding of 
texts

Evidence of comprehension of texts 
Use of knowledge from texts appropriate to the task

Writes and produces 
texts

Pertinence of the text
Formulation of the text
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Material and Classroom Organization
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Android

 
 

 

 

iOS

 
 

 

 QR Code Reader Kahoot QR Code Reader Kahoot

Class organization 

For the production of the digital story, if you have a few tablets available, form 

workshop stations (carousel). When teams are ready, they will have access to a 
tablet to produce their digital story. Plan a schedule. Plan other work for teams 

that are finished early.

Adobe Spark Video 30 Hands Lensoo Create WeVideo
(also available online)

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.wevideo.mobile.android
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/qr-code-reader-and-scanner/id388175979?mt=8
http://kahoot.it
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/30hands-starter-create-show/id605013231?mt=8
mailto:sandra_laine@csmv.qc.ca?subject=Projet%2520ArtVader
mailto:johanne_proulx@csmv.qc.ca?subject=Drama%2520Teacher
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=me.scan.android.client&hl=en
https://spark.adobe.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.lensoo.create
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=me.scan.android.client&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.lensoo.create
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=no.mobitroll.kahoot.android&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.wevideo.mobile.android
http://kahoot.it
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/30hands-starter-create-show/id605013231?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=no.mobitroll.kahoot.android&hl=en
https://spark.adobe.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/ca/app/qr-code-reader-and-scanner/id388175979?mt=8


The Scenario

The drama teacher, Mr. Ramirez, was discovered unconscious by the 
school’s janitor backstage in the school auditorium. The janitor found him in 
this comatose state. No weapons were found on site.

The school’s surveillance camera showed that only 5 people were in the 
auditorium that night. They were practicing for the school play. All of them 
were present when the police arrived at 8:15 PM, 15 minutes after Mr. 
Ramirez was found unconscious, by the janitor.

Each of the individuals had a private conversation with Mr. Ramirez that 
fateful night. This fact is confirmed by the surveillance camera in the 
auditorium. Note that Mr. Ramirez had been off-camera since 7:30 PM. 
These 5 individuals are now identified as the main suspects.
 
In addition to these facts, we were informed that all 5 of the suspects had a 
particular relationship with the victim.

What happened to the drama teacher?

Students will become a potential suspect in this investigation. They will 
personify the suspect and produce a statement about what happened to 
the drama teacher.
In teams of 2-3, students will brainstorm their version of the events that 
took place by using information given to them on a suspect card.
They will:
• Write a text (testimony) about the event.
• Plan a digital story with a storyboard.
• Produce a digital story with a tablet. 
• Listen to the different testimonies.
• Decide who is guilty, and write down arguments to support their 

decision. 

!  4
Sandra Laine and Johanne Proulx, service national du RÉCIT, domaine des langues. In collaboration with Dina Isber, 
Karine Vaillancourt, Christine Baida, Commission scolaire de Laval

mailto:sandra_laine@csmv.qc.ca?subject=Projet%2520ArtVader
mailto:johanne_proulx@csmv.qc.ca?subject=Drama%2520Teacher


Classroom Activities

Period 1 - You are a Suspect Material
1 Before class, put the posters provided with this LES on the 

wall. 
Posters

2 Play the scenario video and present the intentions of this 
LES. The video can be listened to again if needed. 

Scenario video
Speakers
Projector or IWB

3 Invite students to look at the different characters posted on 
the wall of the classroom. Ask them to anticipate by 
participating in a survey on Kahoot using the tablet. 
 

Place students in teams of 3 or 4. Ask student to access this 
address: kahoot.it using the browser (Safari ,Chrome, etc.). 
Share the PIN number that appears when launching the 
survey. Students enter the PIN number and a team name. 
They have 120 seconds to discuss and come to consensus 
before answering each of the four questions. 

*You can create a shortcut to Kahoot to access the tool 
directly on the iPad. Follow this procedure.

Access survey 
on Kahoot  
(Click on Start 
then Play, the PIN 
number will 
appear). It needs 
to be projected on 
a screen for the 
students to see 
the questions and 
possible answers. 

One device 
(tablet, cellphone, 
computer) per 
team is needed for 
this activity.

Opportunity for C1

4 Ensure that students fully understand the scenario.

5 Introduce the Student Booklet.
Inform the students of the Final Task and the intentions of this 
LES before starting with the tasks.

Student booklet

6 Task 1 SB - Form teams of 2-3 students. Give each member 
of the team a suspect card. Inform students not to share the 
information that is on their suspect card with the other teams.

Suspect cards
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7 Task 1 SB - Individually, the students will identify the 
information that will be helpful to plan their text on the card 
they received. Ask student to look at the Summary of Events 
in their booklet (SB, p.4). They fill out the grid with keywords 
(SB, p.3). Support students during this task by circulating in 
the classroom. 
*Note that the problem should not be a copy/paste of what is 
on the character card. Students need to divert the police’s 
attention to another suspect.

Period 1 - You are a Suspect Material
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Classroom Activities

Period 2 - Analyse a Statement Material
1 Task 1 SB - Ask students to join their group and share the 

information found during task 1. 

Use the camera app or any other recorder app on the iPad to 
film/record the conversation in order to have traces of the 
students’ interaction.

Student booklet

One device per 
team to record the 
conversation 
(optional)

2 Task 2 - Present the first example of a statement: Leila’s 
Suspect Card (SB, p. 6). View the first Digital Story: Leila’s 
Statement 1. Ask students to jot down what they think are the 
characteristics of a digital story. 

3 Go through the elements of a digital story (SB, p.7), then view 
the two examples provided: Leila’s statement 1 and 2.   Invite 
students to complete the chart in their SB by asking pertinent 
questions related to the elements and comparing the two 
statements.  

- Was the pace fast or slow?
- Who was interviewing Leila, a male or female officer?
- Was the statement true to the description on the 

suspect card?
- Was the music effective?
- Which statement was more believable?
- Etc.

Testimony 
Videos
(Download and 
test them before 
class.) 

Speakers
Projector or
IWB 

C2 Demonstration 
of Understanding

4 Recap with the students by focusing on how Leila’s statement 
has evolved from the information on her Suspect Card.

Leila Statement 
Correction Key 
p.9

!  6
Sandra Laine and Johanne Proulx, service national du RÉCIT, domaine des langues
In collaboration with Dina Isber, Karine Vaillancourt, Christine Baida, Commission scolaire de Laval

mailto:sandra_laine@csmv.qc.ca?subject=Projet%2520ArtVader
mailto:johanne_proulx@csmv.qc.ca?subject=Drama%2520Teacher
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B8A20Cg6KRR-MWtxYTdIN1JFYTA&usp=sharing


Period 3 - Write a Statement Material
1 Go back to the scenario and explain that they will have to 

reinvest information from the suspect card and the summary 
of events. 

Student booklet

2 Task 3a SB - Invite students to write a statement individually 
in their booklet by selecting information and combining ideas 
from the texts and their own in order to make a personal text. 
They should write double-spaced to allow for revisions.

Use the following resources: SB, p. 3, 4, 5 and the suspect 
card. Redistribute the suspect card to each student. 
Remember that the problem should not be a copy/paste of 
what is on the character card. Students need to divert the 
police’s attention to another suspect.

Peer Feedback and revising  - SB, p. 9-10
Students within the same team take turns reading their 
teammates’ statements and complete a Peer Feedback Card 
for each text reviewed. They can then edit and revise their 
statements taking the feedback into account. You may want 
to allow students to ask for clarification about the feedback 
given if desired or necessary.

C3 - Writes texts
C2, C3 Evaluation 
Rubric 

Peer Feedback 
cards in SB

Period 4 - Plan a Storyboard Material
1 Task 4 - Once the text (statement) is finished, explain to 

students that they will need to plan a storyboard of their 
digital story before recording it. Students create 6-8 frames 
minimum.

*The teacher decides if the students produce an individual 
digital story or a collective one. If you decide on a collective 
one, students decide the text that will be used for the 
storyboard.

Storyboard 
handout (extra)

C3 Produces 
Texts Rubric

2 You can present the selected app to students before they 
plan their storyboard. They can explore the app in relation to 
ist functionalities, i.e. backgrounds, music, templates, etc.

* If you don’t have tablets, the online tool Adobe Spark Video 
can be used. You will then need headsets to record student’s 
voice.

Tablet adaptor 
(VGA) or Apple Tv 
or Reflector/
AirServer
Projector 

Tablet + app
(*computer and 
headsets)
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Period 5 - Record a Testimony Material
Ask students to prepare the pictures needed for their digital 
story. They can look for some on the Internet (be careful 
about copyrights - Pixabay is a good resource for them), take 
their own photos or use the pictures available to them in this 
learning situation. 

*If you don’t have a lot of time in class, students can search 
for, or take pictures at home.
 
*If you are using Adobe Spark Video, note that you have 
access to an image search tool in the app.

Give this link to 
students:  
 http://recit.org/ul/
per
or use the 
following QR 
Code

1 Task 5: Invite students to use one of the proposed apps to 
create their statement. Remind them to take into account the 
elements of a digital story.

Ask students to send the productions to you using their email 
or another sharing product like DropBox. They will first need 
to save their production on the tablet. Or, teacher creates a 
classroom account, logs in on the iPads and students create 
their stories within the same account. This way all the stories 
are in the same place but all students can also access all the 
stories.

Tablets+ app
Headsets (opt.)

or

*computer and 
headsets

Period 6 - Who Will Be Accused? Material
1 Task 6 SB - Select five statements, one for each of the 

suspects. You can also decide to present all of them.  

Invite students to carefully listen to each statement. Ask 
students to write down who they think is the accused person, 
and the arguments to support their decision. 

Group students according to the nature of their accusation. 
Invite them to share their arguments. *C1 can be evaluated in 
this task.

One student can represent the group. He will have the 
mandate to explain who is guilty and why.

Speakers
Projector 
or
IWB

 
Student booklet

C1 Evaluation 
Rubric

!  8
Sandra Laine and Johanne Proulx, service national du RÉCIT, domaine des langues
In collaboration with Dina Isber, Karine Vaillancourt, Christine Baida, Commission scolaire de Laval

http://www.pixabay.com
https://itunes.apple.com/fr/app/adobe-voice-racontez-votre/id852555131?mt=8
http://recit.org/ul/per
http://dropbox.com
mailto:sandra_laine@csmv.qc.ca?subject=Projet%2520ArtVader
mailto:johanne_proulx@csmv.qc.ca?subject=Drama%2520Teacher


As an alternate task, students can prepare the suspects cards and 
then repeat the activity using these new suspect cards. The cards can 

be created with an app called Trading Cards. 

2 Final Task: Students vote for who they think is the accused 
person. The teacher can determine who is the accused 
person according to the student’s productions. Reveal 
suspect to the class. 

http://recit.org/ul/pur

3 Ask students to evaluate their team work. Peer Evaluation 
Rubric

Period 6 - Who Will Be Accused? Material

!  9
Sandra Laine and Johanne Proulx, service national du RÉCIT, domaine des langues
In collaboration with Dina Isber, Karine Vaillancourt, Christine Baida, Commission scolaire de Laval

Trading Cards

http://recit.org/ul/pur
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/mobile-apps/trading-cards-30922.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/mobile-apps/trading-cards-30922.html
mailto:sandra_laine@csmv.qc.ca?subject=Projet%2520ArtVader
mailto:johanne_proulx@csmv.qc.ca?subject=Drama%2520Teacher


Characteristics of a Statement - Answer Key
 

Elements of 
a Digital 

Story
Explanation Text 1 - Leila’s 

Statement 1
Text 2 - Leila’s 
Statement 2

Point of 
view/ 

Dramatic 
question

The main point the narrator 
tries to communicate, or key 
question that will be 
answered by the end of story. 

• She is hiding something
• Accuses Ms Dane

Emotional 
content
(Written 

Language)

Writing that will take hold of 
audience’s attention and 
engage them emotionally.

• Sarcastic
• Fake
• Jumping from 

an idea to the 
next

• Inappropriate 
laughter

• Hesitant
• Insecure
• Trembling 

voice

Voice
(Spoken 

Language)

Emotion, intonation and 
inflection that the narrator 
uses to give greater meaning 
to the story.

• No emotion
• Casual, flirty
• Selfish
• Manipulative

• Shy
• Scared
• Nervous

Music Thoughtfully selected sounds 
and music.

• Mysterious
• Suspicious
• A bit loud
• Not effective

• Ring tone
• Softer
• Calm

Visuals
Many stories can be 
illustrated effectively with a 
small number of images or 
video, and a fairly short text. 

• Phone 
• 2 people
• Ms Dane
• Red

• Different 
phone

• Choppy entry 
of visuals

• Yellow

Rythm of 
the story

The rhythm of a story and 
how slowly or quickly it 
moves.

• Slow then 
really fast

• More detailed 
images

• Less random
• More creative

Believability 
and 

appreciation

Was the story believable?
Was the story well-made?
Was the story informative?

• No
• Could be 

better
• Yes

• Yes
• A bit better
• Yes
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Leila’s Statement - Script

Hi, my name is Leila and I’m the hall monitor. I arrived around 5:50 PM. I 
forgot my keys and so had to come back for them. I dated Ramirez a few 

years ago that’s why I call him Alejandro. 

He came up to me! I definitely did not go up to him. He wants me back, he 
won’t leave me alone. He has the hots for me. It’s so annoying! I mean...I 

know I’m good looking but he’s not my cup of tea. I told him to leave me 
alone and if he doesn't, I’m filing a complaint. 

So you want to know where I was between 7:30 and 8:00? Well, to be quite 

frank, I received a personal phone call. 

Who called me? This teacher from Awoutaouett’s school. He’s so... 

Well, let’s not get into that.

You want to know who I think did it? Ms. Dane was never pleased with his 
work. So, go figure.
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C1 EESL Rubric 
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Competencies 2 and 3 – Generic Evaluation Rubric

*   Mechanics refers to capitalization, punctuation and spelling.** Grammatical structures include parts of 
speech (e.g. verbs), sentence constructions (e.g. affirmative, negative), word forms (e.g.   prefixes, 
suffixes) and agreement (e.g. subject-verb).

Crit
eria Task requirements A B C D E

C2 
– 

Us
e 
of 
kn
ow
led
ge 
fro
m 

tex
ts 
in 
a 

rei
nv
est
me
nt 
tas
k

• Student 
selects 
vocabulary, 
ideas and 
information 
from source 
material and 
combines 
them with 
own ideas in 
a coherent 
and accurate 
way.

Student 
effectively 
reinvests 
significant 
amounts of 
vocabulary, 
ideas and 
information 
from source 
material.

20 points

Student 
appropriat
ely 
reinvests 
significant 
amounts of 
vocabulary, 
ideas and 
information 
from source 
material.

16 points

Student 
reinvests 
some 
vocabulary, 
ideas and 
information 
from source 
material.

12 points

Student 
randomly 
inserts 
little 
vocabulary 
ideas and 
information 
from source 
material.

8 points

The text is 
mostly 
made up of 
parts 
copied 
from source 
material 
without a 
clear 
purpose.

OR

THE TEXT 
IS OFF-
TOPIC

0-4 points

• Student 
writes a text 
that 
corresponds 
to the 
targeted text 
type.

The text 
correspond
s fully to the 
targeted 
text type.

5 points

The text 
correspond
s fully to the 
targeted 
text type.

4 points

The text 
correspond
s fully to the 
targeted 
text type.

3 points

The text 
includes 
little 
required 
elements of 
the task.

2 points

C3 
– 

Fo
rm
ula
tio
n 
of 
the 
me
ss
ag
e

Language 
Repertoire: 
• Accurate use 

of mechanics* 
and 
grammatical 
structures**.

The text 
contains 
hardly any 
or no errors.

25 points

The text 
contains a 
few errors 
that do not 
hinder 
comprehen
sion.

20 points

The text 
contains 
errors that 
may hinder 
comprehens
ion.

15 points

The text 
contains 
many errors 
that hinder 
comprehens
ion.

10 points

Errors are so 
numerous 
that very little 
of the text is 
under-stood, 
even after 
multiple 
readings.

0-5 points
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Competencies 3 – Digital Story Rubric – Peer Evaluation Rubric
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